ULVI
TAHIROV

FACTS

Personal data:

1.Ulvi Tahirov (DOB: 28.09.1965) is an Azerbaijani media educator and
journalism professional, known primarily for his work with the Baku
Journalism School, where he serves as Deputy Director. He is publicly
associated with journalism training and capacity-building for independent
reporting. Since his detention' in December 2024 in the framework of the
“Meydan TV case,” Ulvi Tahirov has been regarded as a political prisoner by
locafand international observers and press freedom advocates. His arrest is
part of a broader crackdown on civil society and independent media that
escalated in the autumn of 2023.?

Date of detention:
2.Ulvi Tahirov was detained on 6 December 2024 by the Baku Metropolitan

General Police Department (BMGPD) in connection with the criminal case
known publicly as the “Meydan TV case”.

Legal accusations:

3.0n 8 December 2024, Ulvi Tahirov was charged under Article 206.3.2 of the
Criminal Code (conspiracy to commit bulk cash smuggling) and remanded in
custody by the Khatai District Court. His case is being prosecuted under what
has become known as the “Meydan TV case.”

4.0n 28 August 2025, the investiéative authorities requalified the accusations
and announced the following additional charges:

Conspiracy to commit illegal entrepreneurship in the form of an organized

criminal group and an aggravated and significant amount (Article 192.3.2 of
the Azerbaijani Criminal Code),

Conspiracy to commit money laundering in the form of an organized
criminal group and a substantial amount (Articles 193-1.3.1 and 193-1.3.2 of the
Azerbaijani Criminal Code),
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Legal status of the remand prisoner:

5.Ulvi Tahirov is in pre-trial detention and a remand prisoner. Despite
numerous appeals to release him during the trial period, the Court kept him
in custody. At the time of writing, his case is pending before the Baku Assize
Court together with other defendants in the “Meydan TV case”.

Legal proceedings:

6.0n 6 December 2024, Ulvi Tahirov was detained by law-enforcement
authorities in connection with the criminal case known publicly as the
“Meydan TV case.” The indictment records his formal procedural status as a
suspect from 7 December 2024.

7.Public reporting indicates that, during the initial operation, officers searched
his home, held him overnight, and questioned him amid concerns about
effective access to counsel and pressure relating to access to electronic
devices.

8.0n 8 December 2024, the Khatai District Court ordered Ulvi Tahirov’s pre-
trial detention for four months.

9.0n 14 March 2025, the Khatai District Court extended Ulvi Tahirov’s pre-trial
detention until 6 July 2025.

10.0n 24 June 2025, the Khatai District Court further extended his detention
until 6 October 2025. In September 2025, courts reported an additional
extension of detention for defendants in the Meydan TV case, bringing the
detention period to 6 January 2026.

11.0n 12 December 2025, the trial in the “Meydan TV case” began before the
Baku Assize Court.
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LEGAL ANALYSIS
Reasons why Ulvi Tahirov should be regarded as a political prisoner:

12. Assessment of whether U. Tahirov should be regarded as a political prisoner is
based on the Resolution 1900 (2012) ‘The Definition of Political Prisoner’ of
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe and the criteria
established in the Resolution (paragraph 3). The legal proceedings against and
conviction of U. Tahirov satisfy two criteria established by paragraph 3 of the
Resolution for defining political prisoners ((a) and (e)):

(a) His detention and imprisonment violate his fundamental
rights under the European Convention on Human Rights, particularly freedom of
expression and the right to freedom of association.

(e) The political motives (ulterior motives) were sole and
predominant in pursuing and conducting unfair criminal proceedings against
him, which caused preliminary detention and imprisonment.

18.The European Court of Human Rights’ jurisprudence on Article 18 of the
ECHR, which prohibits restrictions on rights for improper purposes, reinforces
this analysis. The following considerations based on the quadripartite test
should be emphasized in this totality assessment in the general contextual
evaluation of a distinct state of affairs (mutatis mutandis, Ibrahimov and
Mammadov v. Azerbaijan, 2020, §§ 113-131):

1) The prisoner’s public profile;

2) The sequence of the events;

3) The manner in which the investigations and trial were carried out;
4) The authorities’ conduct.
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15.From the outset and the circumstances of the criminal case, including the
broader official narrative surrounding the “Meydan TV case,” the prosecution
appears consistent with a pattern of targeting independent media
environments by reframing journalism and its professional networks as
financial or foreign-funding criminality. In this context, Ulvi Tahirov’s public
profile provides reasonable grounds to believe that he was targeted not for
genuine criminal conduct, but because of his proximity, real or imputed, to
the independent media sphere and his role within the structures that enable
and support independent journalism under intensified pressure.

Sequence of events and contextual factors:

16.Ulvi Tahirov’s arrest is part of a larger, coordinated campaign against
independent journalism in Azerbaijan, in which journalists and media
workers have been detained on a strikingly repetitive set of financial
accusations (notably currency smuggling and related offences). This

uniformity, and the way charges and detention measures have been applied
across different media cases, strongly suggests a state-driven strategy to
criminalize independent journalism rather than a legitimate process aimed at
individual wrongdoing. The relevant sequence of events should therefore be
assessed synthetically, as a single wave of repression with a clear policy logic
and continuity.
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19.The main follow-up campaign began in November 2028. First, the pro-
government media published smear articles targeting almost all NGOs and
media outlets. Later, at the end of November 2023, the AbzasMedia arrests
began.® These arrests continued in early March 2024 with a police raid against
the detainee’s affiliated organization and the arrest of several individuals
represented in those institutions.

20.In April 2024, Imran Aliyev, the head of the Meclis.info portal monitoring the
parliament, was detained.’ In May 2024, Anar Mammadli, the head of Election
Monitoring and Democracy Studies (EMDS), was arrested (he had also been
arrested in the previous round of repression).'° These arrests demonstrate that
a new wave of repression had already begun. The objective of this wave was to
paralyse the activities of post-2014 informally networked NGOs and critical
media. But it also expanded beyond NGOs and media into academia and
peace advocacy: Igbal Abilov', a Talysh historian/ethnographer, was detained
in July 2024 and later sentenced to 18 years’ imprisonment in May 2025 on

treason-related accusations and political scientist Bahruz Samadov'? was
detained in August 2024 on treason charges similarly and later sentenced to a
15 years’ prison term. Both of their arrests are widely condemned as
politically motivated.

FREE
VOICES
COLLECTIVE



23.1In this regard, the persons arrested in this process, including the detainee, are

victims of the political repression of 2023-2025. The main objective of this
campaign of political arrests is to dismantle the informal, networked NGOs
and critical media that revived and assumed a new format in the post-2014
era. Political arrests in this context serve an instrumental purpose.
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28.Public reporting further raises concerns about the integrity and fairness of the
early-stage investigative measures. It has been reported that detainees were
held overnight at the police station and questioned without effective access to
counsel, and that lawyers were prevented from meeting certain detainees
during the initial stage of detention. Furthermore, searches were conducted at
the homes of detained journalists and devices and other personal items
(phones, computers, equipment) were seized. In analogous contexts, the
European Court of Human Rights has emphasized that police-dominated
evidence generation and deficiencies surrounding searches can raise
legitimate concerns about evidentiary integrity and potential fabrication (see
Sakit Zahidov v Azerbaijan (2015) § 53; Layijov v Azerbaijan (2014) § 69).

29.Finally, the subsequent procedural trajectory reinforces the inference of a
detention-driven approach. Public sources state that Tahirov was placed in
pre-trial detention in early December 2024 and that detention was later
extended (including an extension reported in March 2025), while the
investigation later expanded the case into a broad suite of so-called financial
and document-related charges against the defendants as a group. Taken
together, (i) reliance on non-transparent operational inputs, (ii) the use of an
airport seizure attributed to another person as the platform for detaining a
wider circle, including a journalism educator who publicly denies any
professional connection to the outlet, and (iii) reported early-stage obstacles
to legal access, there are serious grounds to question the good faith of the
investigative authorities and the sufficiency and individualization of
reasonable suspicion applied to Ulvi Tahirov.
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