BAHRUZ
SAMADOV

FACTS d;; _
& ==y
Personal data: e
1. Bahruz Samadov (DOB: 29.04.1995) is a political scientist, doctoral

researcher at Charles University in the Czech Republic, and peace activist. He
was arrested in connection with his writings critical of the Azerbaijani
government and his anti-war position during the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh war,
as well as his subsequent peace activism.

2. On 21 August 2024, officers of the State Security Service (SSS) arrested
Bahruz Samadov. Two days later, on 23 August 2024, the Baku Sabail District
Court ordered his pre-trial detention for four months. He was charged under
Article 274 of the Criminal Code (high treason). ™

3. The allegations against B. Samadov lack credibility and are widely regarded
as dpolitically motivated and part of a broader crackdown on civil society and
in epg?dent media launched by the Azerbaijani authorities in the autumn of
2023.

Date of detention:

4. On 21 August 2024, B. Samadov was arrested by the State Security Service
and held at the Baku Detention Facility of the Ministry of Justice’s Penitentiary
Service. On 23 August 2024, the Baku Sabail District Court issued an arrest
warrant authorising his pre-trial detention.

Legal accusation:

5.  On the 23rd of August 2024, the State Security Service officially charged B.
Samadov with the following bogus accusation:

a.treason — an act intentionally committed by a citizen of the Republic of
Azerbaijan to the detriment of the sovereignty, territorial integrity, state
security, or defence capability of the Republic of Azerbaijan, including:
going over to the enemy; espionage; disclosure of state secrets to a foreign
state, or assisting a foreign state, organisation, or their representatives in
carryiné out hostile activities against the Republic of Azerbaijan under
Article 274 of the Criminal Code.

W Azerbaijan:  Academics Arrested On  Fabricated Charges (Amnesty International, 23  September  2024)

https://www.amnesty.org.uk/urgent-actions/academics-arrested-fabricated-charges.

@ European Parliament, ‘Resolution on the crackdown on independent media in Azerbaijan, notably the case of Abzas Media’ (2024)

P9_TA(2024)0074 https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-10-2024-0074 EN.html accessed 29 May 2025.
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6. His case is part of a broader, well-documented pattern in Azerbaijan of
repressing peace and anti-war voices. Human Rights Watch has reported that
since late 2022, the government has intensified arrests of activists, researchers,
human rights defenders, and journalists—particularly those who criticise official
war policies or advocate for peaceful dialogue®®. Historically, peace advocates
have faced threats, public vilification, and even counter-demonstrations
targeting their peacebuilding efforts between Armenia and Azerbaijan'. Taken
together, past and present cases demonstrate how the Azerbaijani authorities
systematically frame anti-war advocacy not as a legitimate civic contribution but
as a national security threat, employing both legal and extralegal measures to
silence dissent.

Legal status of prisoner:

7. B.Samadov is a prisoner. On 23 June 2025, the Baku Assize Court found him
guilty and sentenced him to 15 years’ imprisonment for the above-mentioned
criminal offence. He appealed the verdict; however, on 3 September 2025, the
Baku Court of Appeals upheld the decision of the lower court.

Legal proceedings:

8. On 21 August 2024, B. Samadov was arrested by the State Security Service
and held in the Baku Detention Facility of the Ministry of Justice’s Penitentiary
Service. On 238 August 2024, the Baku Sabail District Court issued an arrest
warrant for four months, citing the gravity of the alleged offences and the risk of
him absconding or obstructing the investigation. Subsequently, B. Samadov’s
pre-trial detention was extended several times during the preliminary
investigation until the commencement of the trial.

9. On 21 February 2025, the trial began before the Baku Assize Court.

10. On 23 June 2025, the Baku Assize Court convicted B. Samadov under
Article 274 of the Criminal Code (treason) and sentenced him to 15 years’
imprisonment. The reasoning of the Baku Assize Court rests on highly
questionable evidence, relying predominantly on security service assertions and
unverified digital correspondence, with the proceedings conducted behind
closed doors. Although the judgment refers to alleged acts of treason, it fails to
identify any independently authenticated communications or neutral
corroboration showing that Samadov acted under the instructions of foreign
intelligence or engaged in hostile activity against the state.

3 Human Rights Watch, Azerbaijan: Escalating Crackdown on Critics (30 August 2024)

https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/08/30/azerbaijan-escalating-crackdown-critics accessed 18 September 2025.
14l Osservatorio Balcani e Caucaso Transeuropa, “Arzu Abdullayeva: Peace agent between Azerbaijan and Armenia” (02 January 2019)

https://www.balcanicaucaso.org/eng/Areas/Armenia/Arzu-Abdullayeva-Peace-agent-between-Azerbaijan-and-Armenia-191631 accessed

18 September 2025.
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The court made no meaningful effort to independently verify the reliability of the
digital materials or the testimonies presented by the prosecution. Moreover, the
witness statements relied upon contain no factual evidence of treason or other
criminal conduct; they merely confirm acquaintance with Bahruz Samadov and
awareness of his civic and academic activism.

LEGAL ANALYSIS
Reasons why Bahruz Samadov should be regarded as a political prisoner:

11.  Assessment of whether B. Samadov should be regarded as a political prisoner
is based on the Resolution 1900 (2012) ‘The Definition of Political Prisoner’ of the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe and the criteria established in the
Resolution (paragraph 38)¥.,

The legal proceedings against and conviction of B. Samadov satisfy two criteria
established by the paragraph. 8 of the Resolution for defining political prisoners ((a)

and (e)):

(a) Bahruz’s detention and imprisonment violate his fundamental rights under
the European Convention on Human Rights, particularly freedom of expression
and the right to freedom of association, as well as the right to a fair trial and to
liberty and security.

(e) The political motives (ulterior motives) were sole and predominant in pursuing
and conducting unfair criminal proceedings against him, which caused preliminary
detention and imprisonment.

12. The European Court of Human Rights’ jurisprudence on Article 18 of the
European Convention on Human Rights, which prohibits restrictions on rights for
improper purposes, reinforces this analysis.

The following considerations, based on the quadripartite test, should be
emphasized in this totality assessment within the general contextual evaluation of a
distinct state of affairs (mutatis mutandis, Ibrahimov and Mammadov v. Azerbaijan,
2020, §§ 113-131):

1) The prisoner’s public profile;

2) The sequence of the events;

3) The manner in which the investigations and trial were carried out;
4) The authorities’ conduct.

5] parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE), ‘Resolution 1900 (2012): The definition of political prisoner’ (3 October 2012)
https://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-XML2HTML-en.asp?fileid=19150 accessed 29 May 2025.
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Bahruz Samadov’s public profile:

The set of circumstances manifestly reveals that Bahruz Samadov is an Azerbaijani
academic, civic activist, and public commentator whose work has consistently
addressed issues of peace, democracy, and political freedoms. He studied philology
at the Baku branch of Moscow State University, obtained a master’s degree in
international relations, and is currently a doctoral researcher in political science at
Charles University in Prague. Samadov has contributed analytical commentary to
regional and international media outlets, including OC Media and Eurasianet, and
has regularly participated in international conferences on conflict, nationalism, and
civic rights. As a recognised voice in the study of post-Soviet politics and peace
activism, he has gained international attention for his critical writings on
authoritarianism and militarism in Azerbaijan and the South Caucasus. Beyond his
academic work, he has been an active participant in public debate—publishing
articles, giving interviews, and engaging in initiatives that emphasise the human
cost of war and advocate for reconciliation between Armenia and Azerbaijan.

In August 2024, following years of visible public engagement, Samadov was arrested
in Baku by the State Security Service, barred from leaving the country, and charged
under Article 274 of the Criminal Code (treason). In June 2025, the Baku Assize
Court sentenced him to 15 years’ imprisonment based on security-service
allegations and unverified digital materials. The witness testimonies presented
during the proceedings did not establish any factual evidence of treason but merely
confirmed acquaintance with Samadov and awareness of his civic and academic
activities. His arrest and prosecution appear to constitute reprisals for his peace-
oriented advocacy and academic engagement, fitting into a broader pattern of
politically motivated repression against independent scholars, journalists, and
activists in Azerbaijan, particularly those promoting anti-war or reconciliation
initiatives.

The sequence of events:

On 21 August 2024, Bahruz Samadov was detained in Baku by the SSS on suspicion
of treason under Article 274 of the Criminal Code. On 28 August 2024, the Baku
Sabail District Court ordered his pre-trial detention, which was subsequently
extended several times throughout the investigation. During this period, Samadov
was held at the Baku Detention Facility of the Ministry of Justice’s Penitentiary
Service. He consistently denied the charges, explaining that his contacts with
Armenian counterparts were confined to public conferences and academic or
peace-related discussions, and that he neither possessed nor transmitted any state
secrets. The witness testimonies presented against him failed to establish any acts of
treason or espionage, merely acknowledging acquaintance with Samadov and
awareness of his civic and academic activism.
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On 23 June 2025, following closed proceedings, the Baku Assize Court convicted
him of treason and sentenced him to 15 years’ imprisonment. On 3 September
2025, the Baku Court of Appeal upheld the lower court’s decision.

Samadov’s prosecution reflects a broader pattern of politically motivated targeting
of academics, civic activists, and peace advocates in Azerbaijan. His case unfolded in
the context of an escalating crackdown on civil society and dissenting voices,
particularly those critical of government policies regarding the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict or advocating reconciliation. This environment has been shaped by
restrictive legislation, including the 2021 Law on Media and the 2022 Law on
Political Parties. The Venice Commission of the Council of Europe criticised both
laws as restrictive; '] nevertheless, both Acts remain valid and enforceable. By
2024-2025, the authorities increasingly relied on treason and national-security
charges to suppress peace-oriented and anti-war activism, framing dialogue
initiatives as collaboration with the enemy. The verdict in Samadov’s case rested
almost entirely on SSS assertions, unverified digital materials, and witness
statements lacking substantive incriminating evidence, without independent
forensic review or corroboration. His arrest and conviction exemplify the use of
unsubstantiated criminal accusations to silence peace activists and deter civic
engagement, reinforcing the wider repression of independent intellectual and
political voices in Azerbaijan.

The manner in which the investigations and trial were carried out:

The investigation in Bahruz Samadov’s case was marked by significant procedural
shortcomings and an overreliance on evidence of limited probative value. The
prosecution’s allegations—that Samadov committed treason by acting under the
instructions of a foreign state—were based primarily on the statements of SSS
officers and the interpretation of digital materials allegedly obtained from his
personal accounts.

The prosecution produced no verifiable evidence demonstrating that he had access
to, or disclosed, any state secrets, nor that his academic or peace-related activities
were intended to undermine national security.

No independent forensic or linguistic expertise was commissioned to assess the
authenticity, origin, or meaning of the alleged digital communications presented as
incriminating. Instead, the case file was constructed almost entirely from
prosecution-controlled materials, without consideration of the possibility of
distortion or mischaracterisation.

6} venice Commission. 'Opinion on On The Law On Media in Azerbaijan.' Council of Europe, Opinion No. 1078/2022, 2022, available at

https://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documents/default.aspx?pdffile=CDL-AD(2022)009-e
1 Venice Commission and OSCE/ODIHR. Joint Opinion On The Law On Political Parties, 2023 available at

https://www.osce.org/files/f/documents/1/4/543922.pdf

FREE
VOICES
COLLECTIVE



https://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documents/default.aspx?pdffile=CDL-AD(2022)009-e
https://www.osce.org/files/f/documents/1/4/543922.pdf

During the trial, the Baku Assize Court admitted and relied almost exclusively on
SSS-produced evidence, disregarding the defence’s challenges to its credibility,
authenticity, and chain of custody. The witnesses summoned by the prosecution did
not attest to any acts of treason or espionage, but merely acknowledged
acquaintance with Samadov and familiarity with his activism. His explanations that
his activities were academic and civic in nature were summarily dismissed by the
court as self-serving, without serious engagement with the substance or context of
his work. The verdict fails to address the absence of direct, material proof that he
engaged in treasonous conduct and does not resolve the contradictions and
insufficiencies within the prosecution’s narrative. By failing to apply proper judicial
scrutiny, the court undermined the presumption of innocence and raised serious
concerns about the overall fairness and impartiality of the proceedings.

The authorities’ conduct:

From the outset, the authorities failed to guarantee Bahruz Samadov’s fundamental
procedural safeguards. He was detained by the SSS on 21 August 2024 and placed in
custody without prompt or transparent communication to his family regarding his
whereabouts. His pre-trial detention was repeatedly extended, with limited access to
legal counsel and restricted opportunities for confidential communication with his
defence team.

The prosecution’s case relied almost entirely on SSS testimony, unverified digital
correspondence, and witness statements that did not attest to any acts of treason but
merely confirmed acquaintance with Samadov and awareness of his civic activism.
Despite his consistent denials of the charges and explanations that his activities
were academic and peace-oriented, the court dismissed these arguments without
meaningful engagement.

By failing to test the reliability of the alleged evidence, to scrutinise the credibility
of state witnesses, or to seek independent verification, the court effectively shifted
the burden of proof onto the defendant. Taken together, these circumstances
strongly suggest that Samadov’s prosecution was intended to silence a peace activist
and government critic rather than to ensure the impartial administration of justice.

Additional considerations:

Finally, international human rights observers, including Amnesty International®®
and Human Rights Watch!® have denounced the charges against B. Samadov as
politically motivated.

8] Azerbaijan: Academics Arrested On Fabricated Charges (Amnesty International, 23 September 2024) https://www.amnesty.org.uk/urgent-

actions/academics-arrested-fabricated-charges.
) Human Rights Watch, “We Try to Stay Invisible”: Azerbaijan’s Escalating Crackdown on Critics and Civil Society’ (8 October 2024)

https://www.hrw.org/report/2024/10/08/we-try-stay-invisible/azerbaijans-escalating-crackdown-critics-and-civil-society accessed 7 August

2025.
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CONCLUSION

The personal factors (Bahruz Samadov’s public profile, the absence of convincing
evidence, and the consistent violation of procedural rights) and the contextual
factors (the new wave of political repression) cumulatively indicate reasonable
grounds to believe that Bahruz Samadov should be considered a political prisoner
in light of Resolution 1900 (2012) of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe (PACE).

RECOMMENDATION

Based on this conclusion, he should be released unconditionally and immediately.
Furthermore, Bahruz Samadov should be compensated restitutio in integrum.
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