FAZIL
GASIMOV

FACTS

Personal data:

1. Fazil Gasimov (DOB: 08.01.1990) is an Azerbaijani economist and doctoral
researcher enrolled at Istanbul University. He was based in and residing in
Istanbul, Turkey.

2. On 7 August 2023, Fazil Gasimov was abducted in Istanbul by Turkish police
officers and transferred to a deportation centre. He was denied access to legal
counsel, and a statement was prepared in his name, which he refused to sign.
Subsequently, he was presente(fwith a court decision — issued in his absence and
without his participation — ordering his deportation. He was then escorted to the
airport, handed over to officers of the Baku Department for Combating
Orﬁanised Crime (BDCOC), and charged with manufacturing, acquiring, or
selling counterfeit currency, government securities, or foreign currency, or
securities denominated in foreign currency, with the intent to sell when
committed by an organised criminal group. !

3 The allegations against F. Gasimov lack credibility and are widely regarded
as dpolitically motivated and part of a broader crackdown on civil society and
in lrelpe.n.den[té] media launched in the autumn of 2023 by the Azerbaijani
authorities.

Date of detention:

4. On 7 August 2023, Fazil Gasimov was abducted by Turkish police officers
and transferred to a deportation centre. On 8 August 2023, he was handed over
to officers of the Baku Department for Combating Organised Crime (BDCOCQ).
His arrest was carried out pursuant to an arrest warrant issued by the Narimanov
District Court of Baku.

Legal accusation:

5. On the 08th of August 2023, the BDCOC officially charged F. Gasimov with
the following bogus accusation:

a.manufacturing, acquiring, or selling counterfeit currency, government
securities, or foreign currency, or securities denominated in foreign
currency, with the intent to sell when committed by an organised criminal
group under Article 204.3.1 of the Criminal Code.

M Azadliq Radiosu, ‘iqtisadg Fazil Qasimov Habs Olunub’ (Azadliq Radiosu, 6 August 2023) https://www.azadliq.org/a/fazil-qasimov-
hebs/32538991.html accessed 8 August 2025.
2 European Parliament, ‘Resolution on the crackdown on independent media in Azerbaijan, notably the case of Abzas Media’ (2024)

P9_TA(2024)0074 https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-10-2024-0074 EN.html accessed 29 May 2025.

FREE
VOICES
COLLECTIVE



https://www.azadliq.org/a/fazil-qasimov-hebs/32538991.html
https://www.azadliq.org/a/fazil-qasimov-hebs/32538991.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-10-2024-0074_EN.html

6. His case is being prosecuted in connection with that of Gubad Ibadoghlu, an
opposition leader and academic who is currently under house arrest and widely
recognised by international human rights organisations as a political prisoner."?
According to the prosecution, Gasimov was arrested to substantiate allegations of
an organised criminal group purportedly led by Ibadoghlu. Both men are
accused of having connections with the so-called “Fethullahist Terrorist
Organisation” (FETO) — a movement led by US-based cleric Fethullah Gilen
and officially designated as a terrorist organisation by Turkey. The case against F.
Gasimov forms part of a broader, politically motivated prosecution in which the
alleged FETO link appears to serve as a legal and political pretext rather than
being supported by independently verifiable evidence.

Legal status of prisoner:

7. F. Gasimov is a political prisoner. On 13 March 2025, the Baku Assize Court
found him guilty and sentenced him to nine years’ imprisonment for the above-
mentioned criminal offence. He appealed the verdict, and his case is currently
under consideration before the Baku Court of Appeal.

Legal proceedings:

8. On 7 August 2023, F. Gasimov was abducted by Turkish police officers and
transferred to a deportation centre. On 8 August 2023, he was taken to the
airport and handed over to officers of the Baku Department for Combating
Organised Crime (BDCOC), who subsequently transported him to Baku. On the
same day, the Narimanov District Court of Baku issued an arrest warrant, citing
the gravity of the alleged offences and the risk of his absconding or obstructing
the investigation. Subsequently, F. Gasimov’s pre-trial detention was extended
several times during the preliminary investigation until the trial.

9. In August 2024, the trial commenced before the Baku Assize Court.

10. On 13 March 2025, the Baku Assize Court convicted F. Gasimov on the
above-mentioned charges and sentenced him to nine years’ imprisonment. The
reasoning of the Assize Court was based on lawfully doubtful evidence, relying
almost entirely on the statements of law-enforcement officers and prosecution-
selected witnesses, as well as on a state-controlled forensic examination of the
banknotes in question, which merely confirmed their counterfeit nature without
providing any independent or credible proof that Gasimov had manufactured,
acquired, or intended to distribute them, nor establishing his alleged role in any
organised criminal group. The Court made no attempt to verify or
independently investigate the doubtful evidence presented by the state.

Bl Amnesty International, ‘Jailed Academic’s Health Deteriorates’ (Amnesty International UK, 5 April 2024)
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/urgent-actions/jailed-academics-health-deteriorates accessed 8 August 2025.
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LEGAL ANALYSIS
Reasons why Fazil Gasimov should be regarded as a political prisoner:

11.  Assessment of whether F. Gasimov should be regarded as a political prisoner is
based on the Resolution 1900 (2012) ‘The Definition of Political Prisoner’ of the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe and the criteria established in the
Resolution (paragraph 38)."*! The legal proceedings against and conviction of F.
Gasimov satisfy two criteria established by the paragraph. 3 of the Resolution for
defining political prisoners ((a) and (e)):

(a) Fazil’s detention and imprisonment violate his fundamental rights under the
European Convention on Human Rights, particularly freedom of expression and
the right to freedom of association; as well as the right to a fair trial and to liberty
and security.

(e) The political motives (ulterior motives) were sole and predominant in pursuing
and conducting unfair criminal proceedings against him, which caused preliminary
detention and imprisonment.

12. The European Court of Human Rights’ jurisprudence under Article 18 of the
European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR), which prohibits restrictions on
rights for improper purposes, reinforces this analysis. The following considerations,
based on the quadripartite test, should be emphasised in this comprehensive
assessment within the general contextual evaluation of the state of affairs (mutatis
mutandis, Ibrahimov and Mammadov v. Azerbaijan, 2020, §§ 113-131):

1) The prisoner’s public profile;

2) The sequence of the events;

3) The manner in which the investigations and trial were carried out;
4) The authorities’ conduct.

Fazil Gasimov’s public profile:

The set of circumstances clearly reveals that Fazil Gasimov is a young Azerbaijani
academic and doctoral researcher who has been politically targeted in connection
with the case against opposition leader and economist Gubad Ibadoghlu.

Unlike established political figures, Gasimov has no history of leading political
organisations; his targeting reflects the authorities’ determination to implicate a
broader circle of individuals in order to construct the narrative of an organised
criminal group around Ibadoghlu.

[ parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE), ‘Resolution 1900 (2012): The definition of political prisoner’ (3 October 2012)
https://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-XML2HTML-en.asp?fileid=19150 accessed 29 May 2025.
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He was accused of offences relating to the alleged manufacture and distribution of
counterfeit currency and of purported ties to the so-called “Fethullahist Terrorist
Organisation” (FETO) — a movement designated as a terrorist organisation in
Turkey. There is no public evidence that Gasimov engaged in any of these activities;
rather, his arrest appears intended to reinforce a politically motivated case against
Ibadoghlu and to intimidate those with professional or personal associations with
him.

The sequence of events:

OOn 7 August 2023, Fazil Gasimov was detained in Istanbul by Turkish police,
transferred to a deportation centre, and denied access to legal counsel. A written
statement was prepared in his name, which he refused to sign, and a deportation
order was issued in his absence. On 8 August 2023, he was handed over to officers
of the Baku Department for Combating Organised Crime (BDCOC) and transferred
to Azerbaijan, where he was placed in pre-trial detention under an arrest warrant
issued by the Narimanov District Court. He was charged under Article 204.3.1 of the
Criminal Code, relating to the manufacture, acquisition, and distribution of
counterfeit currency, and accused of being part of an organised criminal group
allegedly led by opposition leader Gubad Ibadoghlu. Both men were further alleged
to have links with the so-called “Fethullahist Terrorist Organisation” (FETO),
designated as a terrorist organisation in Turkey.

Gasimov’s arrest forms part of a broader, state-engineered campaign to suppress
political dissent and dismantle opposition structures, extending repression beyond
established civil society and media to encompass academics and individuals
associated — professionally or personally — with government critics. The objective
of this wave of repression is to neutralise post-2014 networks of independent civic
actors, particularly those advocating democratic reforms or connected to high-
profile opposition figures. This process began with the adoption of the Law on
Media in 2021 and the Law on Political Parties in 2022. The Venice Commission of
the Council of Europe criticised both laws for being restrictive; "¢ nevertheless,
both Acts remain valid and enforceable.

By late 2022 and into 2023, repression had expanded to target not only NGOs and
journalists but also intellectuals and researchers perceived as part of wider
opposition circles. The court record in Gasimov’s case reveals no independently
verifiable evidence linking him to the production of counterfeit currency or to
organised crime. The prosecution relied heavily on police testimony, prosecution-
selected witnesses, and a state-controlled forensic report confirming only the
counterfeit nature of the banknotes.

5] Venice Commission. 'Opinion on On The Law On Media in Azerbaijan.' Council of Europe, Opinion No. 1078/2022, 2022, available at

https://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documents/default.aspx?pdffile=CDL-AD(2022)009-e
] Venice Commission and OSCE/ODIHR. Joint Opinion On The Law On Political Parties, 2023 available at

https://www.osce.org/files/f/documents/1/4/543922.pdf
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His prosecution reflects a broader pattern of deploying unsubstantiated criminal
accusations to dismantle opposition networks, with the ultimate aim of eradicating
any form of autonomous civic or political organisation in Azerbaijan.

The manner in which the investigations and trial were carried out:

The investigation in Fazil Gasimov’s case was characterised by serious procedural
shortcomings and a reliance on evidence of doubtful probative value. The
prosecution’s allegations — that Gasimov participated in the acquisition and
distribution of counterfeit currency as part of an organised criminal group — were
supported primarily by statements from law-enforcement officers and witnesses
identified by the investigative authorities, without the participation of independent
or neutral observers. The forensic examination confirmed only that the seized
banknotes were counterfeit, but provided no independent proof that Gasimov had
manufactured, acquired, or distributed them, nor that he had played any
operational role within an organised criminal structure.

Throughout the proceedings, the court admitted and relied upon this limited,
prosecution-controlled evidence while disregarding the defence’s challenges to its
credibility and sufficiency. No meaningful effort was made to investigate
alternative explanations, to test the reliability of witness statements, or to obtain
independent corroboration of the alleged events. The verdict fails to address
significant gaps in the chain of custody of the banknotes and the absence of direct
material evidence linking them to Gasimov. This approach — in which the court
effectively accepted the prosecution’s case without rigorous scrutiny — undermines
the presumption of innocence and raises serious doubts about the fairness and
impartiality of the trial.

The authorities’ conduct:

The authorities denied Fazil Gasimov fundamental procedural safeguards from the
very outset of his detention. He was apprehended in Istanbul by Turkish police,
transferred to a deportation centre, and handed over to the Baku Department for
Combating Organised Crime (BDCOC) without any opportunity to access legal
counsel during the deportation process.

Upon his arrival in Azerbaijan, he was accused of participating in the acquisition
and distribution of counterfeit currency within an alleged organised criminal group
— charges supported almost entirely by statements from law-enforcement officers
and witnesses identified by the prosecution.

His consistent denials of involvement and challenges to the credibility of the
evidence were disregarded by the court, which declined to investigate these claims.
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The court relied heavily on a state-controlled forensic report that confirmed only
the counterfeit nature of the banknotes, without providing any independent proof
linking them to Gasimov or establishing his alleged role in their circulation. By
dismissing his testimony as self-serving without addressing its substance, the court
effectively shifted the burden of proof away from the prosecution and undermined
the presumption of innocence. This conduct demonstrates that his prosecution
served political purposes connected to the broader case against Gubad Ibadoghlu,
rather than the impartial administration of justice.

Additional considerations:

Finally, international human rights organisations, including Amnesty International
and Human Rights Watch,  have denounced the charges against F. Gasimov as
politically motivated.

CONCLUSION

The personal factors - Fazil Gasimov’s public profile, the absence of convincing
evidence, and the persistent violation of procedural rights - together with the
contextual factors - namely, the new wave of political repression - cumulatively
provide reasonable grounds to conclude that Fazil Gasimov should be regarded as a
political prisoner in light of Resolution 1900 (2012) of the Parliamentary Assembly
of the Council of Europe (PACE).

RECOMMENDATION

Based on this conclusion, he should be released unconditionally and immediately.
Furthermore, Fazil Gasimov should be compensated restitutio in integrum.

' Human Rights Watch, “We Try to Stay Invisible”: Azerbaijan’s Escalating Crackdown on Critics and Civil Society’ (8 October 2024)
https://www.hrw.org/report/2024/10/08/we-try-stay-invisible/azerbaijans-escalating-crackdown-critics-and-civil-society accessed 7 August

2025.
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